G E N E R A L S TA N F O R D E A G L E S
S E E YO U A T FA MI LY ST EM N I G H T F E BRUA RY 9 T H 5 - 7 P.M .
FEBRU AR Y
Calendar of Events:

A M E S S A G E F R O M T H E P R I N C I PA L

February 2—Groundhog Day
February 4—Wake Up & Read 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Your Thinking and Problem-solving Could Make You Famous!

February 6-10 National School Counseling Week
February 7– Report Cards Issued
February 9—Family Stem Night 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Inventers are THINKERS who change our world! They think, and

February 12– Honor Roll Assembly at 9:00 a.m.
February 17– National PTA Founders Day
February 20– President’s Day (Schools & Offices Closed)

*******************************

they think, and they think some more! Wonderful things happen for all of us because they THINK
about how things work and they then design and create something that can make our lives better.

Arrival:
Students are allowed to come in to school at 8:00 am. There is no before school
child watch program for students who arrive prior to 8:00. Please make the proper child
care arrangements so that your child remains safe.

Dismissal:
We need your child at school until the end of the instructional day. Please minimize
early pickup so that your child can complete the full day. They often miss vital review
and prep for the next day if they leave early.
*For the safety of your children all changes to dismissal must be in writing.

Did you know: The Traffic Signal came from a great thinker?
Inventor – Garrett A. Morgan
Created in 1923
In a world that was quickly becoming filled with cars, Morgan’s traffic signal design was a revolutionary step
forward in the field of traffic control. Garrett Morgan is one of thousands of great African American thinkers
whose inventions you can see or use almost any time. Look at the names below and see what you can find
out about the inventions their THINKING led to for your life.

AYP stands for Adequate Yearly Progress in the state of Virginia. All schools
must meet certain benchmarks set by the state for academic achievement
and school-wide attendance. We work hard with your help at home to have our
students meeting the academic goals and we need your help keeping our school
meeting the required goals for attendance. Please make sure your child is in
school a full day when her or she is not ill. We look to have 100% of
our students in school each day. So far we have had an average of 95% for the
past month. Let’s look to have that number increase. After all, the more your
child is in school, the more he or she learns from the experiences planned.
If your child must be out, please email toni.barnes@nn.k12.va.us or send a note
the day he or she returns. Limit early pick-ups as much as possible. We need all
students for a full day of learning. Thank you so much for being a partner with
us.

********************************
February Nurses Notes
The 5th grade Family Life class part two will be March 14&16. All parents are
welcome to join in on the class. Please check with your child for their day and
time.
Cold and Flu season are here and because these are viral they are very easy to
catch. Please remember, when your child is having symptoms of diarrhea,
vomiting or fever 24 hours prior to school they should remain at home. DO NOT
send your child to school after giving medication to relieve these symptom,
children should be free of symptoms for 24 hours without medication for them
to return.
Prevention Tips
Cough & Sneeze into elbow …The “Dracula cape” maneuver works great! Wash hands with soap & water for a minimum of 15—20 seconds. Use hand
sanitizer only when soap & water isn’t available -Avoid touching eyes, nose or
mouth without washing or using hand sanitizer first.
This is a reminder for all parents of 5th grade students. The Tdap immunization
is now required before entry into the 6th grade. You should be getting this done
now, before the end of this school year so documentation can be recorded for
your child to be fully registered to receive his or her schedule.
Tammy Greenway RN

Inventor, George Crum

Airman, Lonnie G. Johnson

A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,
As our new semester begins this is a good time to review a few school
expectations with your children.

Cafeteria Rules

Bus Rules

BeSafe
Walk at all times

Be Safe

Stay seated

Face forward

Be Respectful
Talk quietly to your neighbors
Follow adults’ directions

Stay seated
Keep body parts and all objects inside the bus
Keep hands and objects to yourself
Keep all items in a closed book bag
Be Respectful
Use a quiet voice

Be Responsible

Obey the bus driver

Clean up after yourself
Get everything you need in line the
first time

Use kind words and actions
Be Responsible
Remember your belongings and trash

Be a Problem Solver
Talk problems out
Try to compromise
Get help from adults when necessary
Make good choices

Be a Problem Solver
Talk problems out
Try to compromise
Get help from adults when necessary
Make good choices

Student who know and understand school expectations are more likely
to succeed both academically and behaviorally.
Sincerely,

G e ne r a l S t a n f o r d E a g les — Do n ’ t F o rg e t t h e 40 B oo k C ha l le n ge !

K ee p R e a di n g!

Cute Pet Contest
Welcome to the Library
The week of January 23rd, we had our Cute Pet Contest. We posted pictures of our staff members’
pets and students could donate money to vote for the group that they think have the cutest pets.
All proceeds from this week are donated to the Newport News Foundation. Thank you for
supporting this school community project. During this week, we also book-talked some wonderful
fiction and nonfiction books about pets on the morning announcements and in library time. We
also encouraged students to write about their pets as well. Keep this theme going at home. Visit
the base library to see what pet books you can find to share with your family.
On Saturday, February 4th, the district will be having a Wake Up and Read Day at Gildersleeve
Middle School (1 Minton Dr) from 10am-2 pm. Families can participate in activities such as a
coffee house with a poetry slam, digital literacy station and meet some local authors. Admission is
free for NNPS students and their families. Please join us at this exciting event. Also that day, GSES
will have a team representing us for the Battle of the Books competition led by Mr. Corcoran. They
have worked hard reading The BFG by Roald Dahl to prepare for the competition. Best of luck to
our wonderful Battle of the Books team: Olivia Fitch, Elena Rasmussen, Eloisa McCaskill, and
William Stevens!

February is known for its day of love-Valentine’s Day.
However, there are other reasons to celebrate during
February. There is Groundhog Day, President’s Day,
and it is Black History Month! The library is the
perfect place to discover more about these days and
the history behind them. We will be highlighting
these special February traits through displays and
read-alouds.
Ms. Costello

Counselor’s Corner

Sarah Bickings,

Reading specialist

Notes from the Magical Kingdom of Art
We are off to a fantastic and exciting new year of creating, drawing, painting and
using our imaginations to soar to new places. Through my art program I am integrating
the visual arts with the curriculum that is being taught in each grade level. This helps
students to understand concepts through hands on visual experiences. The arts provide
a set of tools for creating, for communicating and understanding others ideas. Thus they
are as essential to the daily life of every human being as knowing how to read, write and
figure.
NNPS will have a student art exhibit at the Downing Gross Cultural Arts Center. The
opening for this exhibit will be held on February 4, Saturday from 1-3:00pm
The following students will have art work on display:
Ariana Garcia/ Grade 5
Kayleigh Peche/ Grade 5

Elena Rasmussen /Grade5
Viani Ramsey-King/Grade 3

Kayla McNabb/Grade 5
Aniyah Wells/Grade 4

Daisy Venevongsoth/Grade 2

Riverlynn Clementir/Grade 4

Ava Pearl/Grade Grade 4

Nevangeline Garcia/Grade 4

Emelia Towns/Grade 5

Jazzmin Venevongsoth 5

Bryningan Raymond/ Grade 2

Ava Pearl/Grade Grade 4

Emily Davis/ Grade 4

Morgan Davis/Grade 3

Matthew Stevens/ Grade 5

Olivia Fitch/Grade 5

Character Traits: This month our students will be
learning about the importance of Tolerance and how
this character trait can help them to become college,
career, and citizen ready. The students will be
educated on how to recognize that each individual has
different views and practices; however, with
an increased level of tolerance they can resolve
conflict, make positive decisions, and be successful
students. Two students from each classroom will be
selected as the student of the month based on their
display of Tolerance throughout the month of
February.
Parent/Child Communication Workshop: Have you
ever been having a conversation with your child and
thought, "Am I talking to myself"? This month we will
be having a communication workshop to assist the
parents with strategies that can enhance the
communication with your children. The date is
scheduled for February 21st at 1:30. Flyers will be sent
home via the students. If you have any questions in
regards to the workshop please feel free to contact
Mr. Watson via email sedale.watson@nn.k12.va.us or
telephone (757)888-3200 ext. 31531.

Se'Dale E. Watson

Remember…Art Can Truly Inspire!!!
Mrs. Valencia Gross / Art Teacher

G et G e ne ra l St a nf or d i n fo r mat i on
&
@ ge n er a l st a n fo rd

@ G e n er al S t a n fo rd E S

We will be sharing all our, big news, events and activities. Many pictures will be posted.
If you do not want your child’s image displayed, please provide a note to go on file.

Fundraisers

Please help support our School
Fundraisers!
All proceeds go to General Stanford School

G en er al Sta nf or d E ag l es
Hello Eagle Parents! Thank You all for supporting your students in General Stanford’s Music Program.
Students have already had two successful performances this year, and I am looking forward to further
opportunities this year for your students to shine!
Here is what’s currently happening in the music world at GSES.
Kindergarten and First Grade
These formative years are spent introducing music to the students and instilling a love for music through songs, stories, games, and
movement. Students are learning about high and low pitches, and they will soon be learning about different instruments.
Second and Third Grades
Students are starting to learn how to read traditional music, from simple rhythms and melodic direction to being able to identify and play the
notes on the staff. We will also be learning about the different instruments of the orchestra.
Fourth and Fifth Grades
Students are learning how to play the recorder.
This year, fourth grade is taking part in a program called “Recorder Karate.” For each song that students learn, a “belt” will be
given to them to help them track their progress.
Fifth grade students are also learning how to play the recorder, but with a different goal in mind. On March 23 rd, all of our 5th
Grade students will have the opportunity to play with the Virginia Symphony. This is a wonderful program put on by Newport
News Public Schools. You will receive more information about this in the near future.
Every Wednesday from 3:00 to 3:30 PM, 4 th and 5th Grade students also have the opportunity to participate in an after-school chorus.
Thank you again for your support of the music program at GSES. I gladly welcome parent volunteers to help out with the music that we do, and I
am also willing to answer any questions that you may have.
Mr. Morgan Cassady
Music Teacher, GSES
morgan.cassady@nn.k12.va.us
*********************************************************************************************************************
The 100th Day of School is Coming
What is it: The 100th day of school is literally the 100th day of the school year. From the very first day of school, many classes keep track
of the number of days they've been in school in anticipation of the 100th day. Days are often kept track of by counting straws or craft
sticks, ten of which become a "ten bundle," providing ongoing opportunities for counting by tens and ones and developing place value
concepts.
When it is: This year the 100th Day will be Thursday, February 16th.
Why Celebrate: More than just a milestone worth noting - the 100th day is the perfect time to have fun with the number 100 while exploring
counting, sorting, patterning, measuring and various other math skills and concepts. http://www.k-5mathteachingresources.com/100thday-of-school-activities.html
What are we doing? We are having a 100th Day of School Prediction Contest/Drawing on February 3rd. On the 100th Day (Thursday,
February 16th) students are asked to dress up with either a shirt of a collection of 100 things or as a 100 year old person. Ask your child’s
teacher about what special event will be happening in your child’s classroom!
What can you do at home:
-Look at a map to find what is 100 miles north, south, east, and west of your school.
- Read One Hundred Hungry Ants, by Elinor Pinczes (Houghton Mifflin, 1999).
- What was happening 100 years ago: Who was President? What were some new inventions?
-String necklaces with 100 beads or Cheerios.
-Calculate what year it will be when you turn 100 years old.
- Write a story about what the world will be like in 100 years.
-Find the names of two cities in every state, to add up to 100 cities.
-Are there buildings taller than 100 stories? Find out.
-Sing “100 Bottles of Pop on the Wall” all the way through!
-Do 100 hops or 100 jumping jacks.
- Learn 100 new words.
-Read The 100th Day of School, by Angela Shelf Medearis (Cartwheel, 1996).
-Measure a stack of 100 pennies.
-Read Ezra Jack Keats's The Snowy Day (Penguin, 1996), and make 100 paper snowflakes to decorate your home.
-Build the tallest structure you can, using tape and 100 craft sticks or straws.
-Count and glue 100 beans or seeds to a piece of cardboard.

The National Elementary Honor Society is a nationally recognized organization with very high expectations for
acceptance, built on- responsibility, scholarship, leadership, and service. Students in the 4th or 5th grade were
nominated by teachers based on academics, leadership qualities, and overall citizenship. The General Stanford
Honor Society mission is to show our school and community that children can make a huge impact in the world.
Through outreach projects, contests, and awareness campaigns, the NEHS will make a difference.

Inductees:
Grade 5
Trinity Batin
Raylynn Beasley
Jared Burress
Felix Butler
Jackson Coombes
Lincoln Fa’apouli, Jr.
Olivia Fitch
Herbert Graves- Simpson
Kaydence Huse
Kael McDermed
Hailey Owens
Abigail Page
Dominick Poole
Elena Rasmussen
Mana Risati
Graciela Rodriguez
Marianna Ruelas-Treja
Neveah Simon
Emelia Towns
Kaitlynn Trapp
Jazzmin Venevongsoth

Grade 4
Kyra Campbell
Jasmine Chavis
Riverlynn Clementir
Jihmel Cyrus
Nevangeline Garcia
Kennedy Harris
Kadi Humphreys
Eloisa McCaskill
Maxwell Noland
Jaden Puckett
Justin Puckett
Jacob Velasquez
Tayshawn Wallace
Aniyah Wells
Amira Willinghan

Your 2nd quarter focus has paid off!
Congratulations to all of our students who work hard and
earned grades that make us all so very proud .
Whether you brought up grades or earned Honor Roll, we
salute you.
It takes a great deal of determination to achieve academic
goals. It is inspiring to see what so many of you do each
day.

Celebrating the Month of February

National African American History Month

National Children’s Dental Health Month

A BIG CONGRATULATIONS!

Virginia School Board Appreciation Month
Please join us for Family Stem Night!
February 9th 2017
5-7 PM
Come STEMulate you brain! Earn your passport to STEM careers! Have fun learning while enjoying an evening of hands-on engineering challenges for all K –5 students and family to complete together as they explore possible career paths.
Design Challenges

Career Connection

Devyn West, Brianna Vuong, and Anna Diaz-Soto

Save Fred!

Search and Rescue Team

competed in a city wide STEM challenge for 2nd and 3rd

Catapult Supplies to Soldiers!

Transportation Engineer

graders.

Design A Musical Instrument!
Game Coding

Musician
Computer Programming

Construct a Tower

Architecture

We are in need of supplies for our challenge. If your child could bring in any of the
materials below, we would really appreciate it.
Materials: straws, card stock, rubber bands, craft sticks, paper clips, masking tape,
paper cups, balloons, tissue paper, string of yarn, empty tissue boxes, empty cereal
boxes or other small boxes, and empty coffee cans.

These students researched the hunting and gathering methods of
the Powhatan Indians. Then, they designed a trap to capture an
animal using only natural resources. The students successfully
completed the challenge and represented our school with pride.
If you like STEM projects, be sure to join us Feb. 9th for Family STEM

night.

