
A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E   
P R I N C I P A L  M R S .  W I L L I S  

GENERAL  STANFORD  EAGLES                  OCTOBER  2018 
NATIONAL  BULLYING  PREVENTION  MONTH  
DON ’T  FORGET :  T HE  SCHOOL  DAY  WILL  BE  EXTENDED  (10  M IN . )  

OC TO B E R  
N A T I O N A L  B U L L Y I N G  P R E V E N T I O N   

M O N T H  
Calendar of Events: 

Oct. 1 – Child Health Day 

Oct. 2—Back to School Night 5:30 pm—6:45 pm 

Oct. 5-Family Conferences—School Dismissed 1/2 Day (11:25 am) 

Oct. 7-13 Fire Prevention Week 

Oct. 8– Columbus Day (School Open) 

Oct. 15-19 National School Lunch Week 

Oct. 15-19 National School Bus Safety Week 

Oct 23-31 Red Ribbon Week 

Oct 26– Nov. 2 Book Fair 

Oct. 27 Make a Difference Day 

*******************************  
Arrival:  
    Students  are  a l lowed to come in  to school  at  8 :00 am.   
There is  no before school  ch i ld watch program for 
students  who arr ive  pr ior  to 8 :00.   P lease  make the proper 
ch i ld care arrangements  so that  your chi ld remains  safe .  
Dismissal:  
   We need your ch i ld at school  unt i l  the  end of the 
instruct ional  day .   P lease minimize  ear ly  pickup so that  
your chi ld can complete  the fu l l  day .  They often miss  v ita l  
rev iew and prep for the next day if they leave  ear ly .  No 
parent p ick-ups can take p lace in the office after 
2:30 pm.  P lease see page 6 of your chi ld's agenda  
*For the safety  of your  chi ldren al l  changes to  dismissal  must  be 

in wr i t ing.  

Everyone’s a  Reader and Thinker at General Stanford!  

At General Stanford we strive to have everyone reading and 

loving all types of books.  Please continue to help us foster 

this habit at home by: 

Setting the ultimate example . What better way to let your child see that reading 

and being curious is important than to READ  and research things yourself. Let your 

child see that you  make time for reading, learning and inquiry .  

Taking note of what your child likes and explore those topics . Whatever your 

child likes there is a book that he or she can read.! It does not matter if its dogs, 

cooking, plants or cars. Read together and look for more information and facts at the 

public library, internet or bookstores.  

Encouraging your child to “find out".  When your child asks a question;  direct 

them to a book or internet for answers. Let them see you depend on books 

too.  Look for answers as a dynamic reading 

team!                                                                                                                

Sharing the books and topics that you loved as a child.  Get excited once again 

about your old favorites. Show your child that curiosity makes lasting memories to be 

cherished. 

But no matter what…Keep READING!  Ask your reader about what books are in 

their  book  box at school.  

Diane Willis, Principal  

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  A S S I S T A N T   P R I N C I P A L  

Greetings!  

I am Mrs. Gibbs, the new assistant principal at General Stanford. I 

am thrilled to be a part of your childõs school experience.  

A little about myselfé 

I grew up in Long Island, New York and made my way to Virginia in 

2002 to attend Hampton University where I received my undergraduate 

degree education in 2007.   Virginia became my home after 

graduation.   When Iõm not working, I am spending time with my family, my 

husband Elton, my seven -year -old daughter Gabrielle, and my one -year -old 

son Monroe.  

          All of my education experience has been with Newport News Public 

Schools, this is my 12 th year. I am honored to work for a school district that 

always puts students first. It was through working with and teaching kids that 

the desire to become a school leader was inspired. I believe that relationships 

matter; all students can and will achieve academic greatness when they 

have meaningful relationships with teacher, school staff, and of course family.  

          Thank you for all the warm welcomes I have received. Iõm grateful for 

the opportunity to serve the families of General Stanford.  

Below are my core beliefs about student success and learning.  

Guiding students to become independent thinkers and problem 

solvers. 

Inspire student learning through authentic relationships.  

Bring out the best in others.  

Be honest, be kind, be positive.  

Strive to never fall below your own standard.  

 

Nyema N. Gibbs  

Assistant Principal  

Get General  Stanford informat ion  

 

 

&  
 

 

    @generalstanford                                  @EsStanford   
We wi l l  be sharing al l  our ,  big news,  events  and act ivi t ies.  

Many pictures  wi l l  be posted.  
 If you do not want your child’s image displayed, please provide a note to go on 

file. 

  

Physical Education Corner Kick 

 

October is drug prevention month.  Research shows the 

more healthy and active you are early on,  habits will 

continue to follow you through life. 

Doing acts such as riding  bikes, family outings,  joining 

sports teams, etc., gives you a positive start towards 

becoming a world leader for tomorrow. 

 

Richard Green, PE  Teacher 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǘŀƴŦƻǊŘ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ tǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΧ 
 
For the month of October, General Stanford will be collecting brand new hats and head 

scarves to donate to the Heavenly Hat Foundation. The hats will be given to cancer and 

other medical patients who have lost their hair due to illness or treatment. 

 

When: October 1st through October 26th 

 

What: Bring in brand new hats and head scarves (with tags still attached) to donate 

 
Win:  Each week the hallway that has donated the most hats will 

be able to wear their favorite hats on Friday! 

http://generalstanford.nn.k12.va.us/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjmiP_6zK3PAhWKGz4KHRxBDQEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.booktrust.org.uk/getdadsreading&psig=AFQjCNHQy6zSEg5SeKaB5KCUsczRXN4zfQ&ust=1474998810419904
https://www.facebook.com/generalstanford
https://twitter.com/esstanford
https://www.facebook.com/generalstanford
https://twitter.com/esstanford


General  S tanford Eagles  —  National  Pr incipals  Month    October 2018  

A note for the PTA President: 

 

We will be starting BOX TOPS collection competitions in October!! 

Make sure when you send your BOX TOPS in you label the baggy 

with your teachers name to insure their class gets the credit!! 

Every BOX TOP clipped is worth 10cents!!! The PTA will be using the money raised to get some 

new indoor and outdoor recess things!!! 

 

Thank you for all of your support!! 

Danielle Wyatt, PTA President 

genstanfordvolunteers@gmail.com 

IŀǇǇȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊΗ 

 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ 
ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǝƳŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘΦ   aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻƪǎΗ 

 

!ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƴ-ƎƻƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ 
ōƻŀǊŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ 
ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ  ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ 
ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ōƻŀǊŘΗ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  
ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛǘ ǘƻ {ǘŀŎƛΦ/ƻǎǘŜƭƭƻϪƴƴΦƪмнΦǾŀΦǳǎ 

 

¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŦŀƛǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нсǘƘ-bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нƴŘΦ  

 LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǳǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǩƴƎ ǳǇ ώhŎǘƻōŜǊ нрǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴκŜǾŜƴƛƴƎύΣ ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
ώbƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нƴŘ ŀǘ пǇƳϐΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ  ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛǎƘ ƭƛǎǘǎ ώмǎǘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŀǘ млΥпрŀƳ ŀƴŘ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ŀǘ 
нΥллǇƳύΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŦŀƛǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀǘ 
{ǘŀŎƛΦ/ƻǎǘŜƭƭƻϪƴƴΦƪмнΦǾŀΦǳǎ 

 
IŀǇǇȅ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΗ 

aǎΦ /ƻǎǘŜƭƭƻ ŀƴŘ aǎΦ ²ŀƛǘŜ 
 

 

NOTES FROM THE MAGICAL KINGDOM OF ART 

 

Beautiful works of art are being created at General Stanford Elementary 
School. Students are having the opportunity to use the visual arts to 
explore various other subject matter. The study of the visual arts can help 
students to make cross curriculum connections as well as help them to 
understand cultural differences and similarities. Students will use the arts 
as stimuli to intertwine instructional disciplines and to enhance teaching 
and learning. The arts can contribute to academic success in reading and 
language development, mathematics, fundamental cognitive skills and 
capacities, effective social behavior and the school environment. I look 
forward to helping your child to use the visual arts to make critical 
connections while having fun.  

 

Artfully yours, 

Mrs. Gross 

     

 My name is Sarah Bickings and I am the Reading Specialist here at 

General Stanford. We are so excited to start another school year filled 

with reading and writing. We will have a reading challenge again this 

year, which encourages students to set goals for themselves of the 

number of books they want to read this year and a goal of how they want to become 

a better reader this year.  Our challenge’s core beliefs are: 

 

1. Everyone reads here. Letõs get started.  

2. Strong readers have lots of reading experiences. You need to be a good all- 

around reader.   

3. Thereõs the right book for you out there somewhere. Letõs find it. 

4. Whether you read or not isnõt a choice, but what you read is YOUR choice.  

5. Your reading life matters.  

 

 Our kick off begins the week of October 1st. Look for more information about daily 

events for that kick off week coming home with your child.  

Also, every month we will celebrate a genre to encourage students to read books 

within that genre. October is realistic fiction month! We will send home more infor-

mation about this soon!  Thanks so much for your support. 
 

Sarah Bickings  

Reading Specialist  

Counselors Corner 
 

Hello Eagle families, October is Bully 

Prevention Month and throughout 

the month and we will be promoting 

and encouraging our students to be 

buddies, not bullies. We will 

celebrate this month by recognizing random acts of 

kindness throughout the school. On October 1st we 

want to kick of the month by having our students 

wear a blue shirt to show that they are against 

bullying. We ask that you help us to teach the 

students the importance and value of displaying 

positive and kind behaviors towards others 

throughout the month, school year, and life.  

  

We also will be celebrating Red Ribbon Week from 

October 22rd - 26th. This week we will have different 

themes for the day to celebrate being a DRUG FREE 

SCHOOL.  

  

October will be a fun and exciting month full of 

opportunities to learn about being kind to others and 

making positive decisions for our General 

Stanford Elementary School students. 

 

 Se'Dale E. Watson  

Professional School Counselor  

Office: (757) 888-3200 ext. 31531 

Email: sedale.watson@nn.k12.va.us  
 

mailto:Staci.Costello@nn.k12.va.us
mailto:Staci.Costello@nn.k12.va.us
mailto:sedale.watson@nn.k12.va.us


General  Stanford Eagles       National  Bul ly ing Prevention Month  

 

 
  

  
! 

 

 

 

 

bh¢LCL/!¢Lhb hC 59[!¸95 ht9bLbD{ ϧ /!b/9[[!¢Lhb{ 

  

²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƻǊ ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ 

ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ bbt{ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ  ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ 

ŀōƻǳǘ о ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ bbt{ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ōȅ с ŀΦƳΦ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎǘŀπ

ǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 

ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎκŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ 

ŀ  

ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ς ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘΦ 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ 
LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ όнуо-тумлύΣ ǘƘŜ bbt{ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
ǿǿǿΦƴƴǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦƻǊƎΦΣ ƻǊ bbt{-¢± ƻƴ /ƻȄ пт ŀƴŘ ±ŜǊƛȊƻƴ Cƛhǎ мтΦ 
bbt{ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 

 

National Bullying Prevention Month 

¶ Monday, October 1 st:  #Blue Up  

Wear blue to support World Day of Bullying Prevention  

¶ Monday, October 8 th:  #Team Up Against Bullying  

²ŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƧŜǊǎŜȅ ƻǊ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƭ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŜŀƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ  
  
¶ Monday, October 15th: #Kindness 

 

Throughout the week leave positive and kind messages on the GSES Unity banner 

 

¶  Monday, October 22 nd : #Stomp Out Bullyin  

Wear boots to òStomp Outó bullying 

                                                                                    

OCTOBER NURSES NOTES 

 

Welcome back to all who are returning and to all of our new eagle students and their families. 

  

My name is Tammy Greenway and I am the registered nurse at General Stanford.  I love what I do and  

I look forward to the challenges I will face and the new families I will meet here at General Stanford.   

Please read the guidelines for sick children and also the policy for medication at school. These are 

both found in the agenda as well as the NNPS website. 

  

Flu shots will be given here at school by Health Hero on Monday Oct.4th to students with consent forms 

returned. If you have a consent form sent back to you, something has not been filled out properly. Only 

children with completed, signed consent forms will receive the shot. Every child that gets a shot will 

receive a proof of vaccine ** given on that day only**.  The flu vaccine is not a requirement for  

Virginia schools therefore is not recorded in our data base. Remember to ask your child for the receipt 

from Health Hero for your records. The school will not be able to duplicate it.  

  

Parents, if your child requires medication at school-long term or short term, we must have a doctor’s 

order form filled out. This is for prescribed medicine as well as over the counter meds. Do not send any 

medication with students to school. Please call if you need information on the school policy. 

  

**If your child still needs an entry physical for enrollment, please call the school nurse to make sure 

your 30 day grace period does not expire. If you receive a warning letter of exclusion from school, 

please call and let us know the date of your child’s scheduled appointment. If you have any questions 

or need assistance  

regarding this please feel free to call us.  

 

Thank You, 

Tammy Greenway RN  

September 24, 2018 

 
Hurricane Florence and its aftereffects are continuing to impact many 

communities along the Carolina coast. Fortunately, the Hampton Roads 

region was not heavily affected by the devastating storm.      

 

To ensure that our families and staff had time to prepare for the  

impending storm and the Governor’s mandatory evacuation for residents 

in Zone A, schools were closed for four days.   

 

To recover the instructional time that was missed during this period, 

Newport News Public Schools is adjusting school operating hours: 

 

¶ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мΣ ǘŜƴ όмлύ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Řŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 

¶ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘŀũΦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мф ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ-Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  
The revised school schedule maintains our focus on instructional time, 

provides “banked” hours in the event of future inclement weather closings 

and retains winter break and spring break for families and staff. 

Do you have a musical instrument thatôs just collecting dust? 

  

Our students love to learn about different instruments, yet we 

often have to rely on pictures or videos to experience them. 

Beginning in October, you can help our students learn more 

about music by donating your used instruments to Gen. Stanford Elementary 

School.  

  

· All Band/Orchestra instruments accepted  

¶ Instruments must be in good condition 

¶ Please include the case and any accessories 

¶ Due to space limitations, we can only accept a few of each instrument 

If you would like to donate an instrument, please contact Mr. Cassady (music teacher).  

  

morgan.cassady@nn.k12.va.us  

Music Teacher 

                           Upcoming school book focus: 

 

http://generalstanford.nn.k12.va.us/
http://www.nnschools.org


  


